
Designing to Display
Building simple yet effect ive book displays 

the McNally Robinson way.



Necessary Tools

ὧ Books

ὧ Display space

ὧ Poster

ὧ Book stands

ὧ Risers



Step 1: Choose a Theme

ὧ Whatôs on hand?

ὧ W hat is the size of the display space to be filled? 

ὧ Is the theme broad enough to maintain when featured 

books are checked out?



Choosing a theme

ὧ W hat is the current season or social climate? 

ὧ Is there a holiday or a relevant community event to 

base a display around? 

ὧ Is there a hot topic in world events that can be 

addressed? 

ὧ Are there any new movies or T.V. shows based on 

books?

ὧ Whatôs trending at the moment? (Vampires!) 



Basic Themes

ὧ New Fict ion (or new Non-Fict ion)

ὧ A sampling of new t it les of the current year

ὧ Your Next Great Read

ὧ This can be genre specific - Mystery, Fantasy, Fict ion 

or Non-Fict ion - or just a mix of great books

ὧ Seasonal Themes

ὧ Christmas, Easter, H alloween, Graduation, Gardening



Themes

ὧ Community H appenings

ὧ Writerôs Festival, Fringe Festival, Reading Week, etc

ὧ W orld News

ὧ Recession, Technology and Social Networking, Global 

W arming, etc

ὧ Movies and T.V.

ὧ A ñFrom Page to Screenò theme would fit many titles



Fun themes

ὧ Post - Apocalypt ic

ὧ Zombies/Vampires/W ere

wolves

ὧ Steam Punk

ὧ Books for the W icked

ὧ Astrology & Divinat ion

ὧ Superheroes



Step 2: Tie 

your theme 

together

Posters!



Posters

ὧ Use Text and Images 

relat ing to the theme

ὧ Posters always look better 

mounted with a border

ὧ A computer generated 

poster will give a cleaner 

look to the display



Posters when you have 

limited resources
ὧ H and drawn and coloured 

posters can work when 

care is taken to be neat 

and art ist ic

ὧ Use old magazines, 

calendars & comics to 

make a collage 

ὧ Try print ing text with a 

computer and adding 

images clipped from 

magazines afterwards 



Mounting Posters

ὧ foam core or cardboard 

(try painted cardboard)

ὧ Popsicle st icks

ὧ Old picture frames

ὧ Bristol board or 

coloured construct ion 

paper

ὧ Use your imaginat ion!



Table-top necessit ies

ὧ Book stands - plexi is best 

if you have the access but 

dollar stores sell picture 

frame stands that also 

work

ὧ Risers - Pyramids and 

symmetry are your friends. 

You will need to raise the 

books in the back to have 

an effect ive display



Risers Are Key
Especially when you have single copies

ὧ Bricks

ὧ crates

ὧ boxes - use gift  wrap to spruce up

ὧ homemade items - recycled crafts

ὧ Overturned bowls, baskets, barrels, vases, planters

ὧ store bought risers



Tools to make your display POP!

ὧ Fabric/placemats

ὧ Greenery & Flowers

ὧ Gift  wrap as a background

ὧ Accents on posters - photo corners, raised borders, jewels, 

etc (use scrapbooking techniques)



Tools to make your display POP!

ὧ Images as props


